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the New Testament As the doctrine of priesthood
might be almost necessarily Judaic in the minds of
the Jewish converts, so that of piety towards Saints
*and Martyrs was in the minds of Pagans necessarily
idolatrous; and it may be for this, as well as other
reasons, that so little explicit mention is made in the
New Testament of the honours due to Saints, as also
of the Christian Priesthood, after the pattern of that
silence, which has been above noticed, about the offices
of good Angels and about the Author of Evil in the
earlier books of the Old; and it may be as rash to
say that a miracle was not from God because it was
wrought by a Martyr's 'relics, or because such relics
have in other instances been idolatrously regarded, as
to say that the Prophet Daniel was not divinely in-
spired, because we hear nothing of Michael or Gabriel
in the Books of Moses, or because the names of those
Angels were afterwards superstitiously used in the
charms of the Cabbalists, The holy Daniel's pro-
found obeisance and prostrations before the Angel
are a greater innovation, if it must so be called, on
the simplicity of the Mosaic ritual, than the treasuring
the blood of the Martyrs upon the ecclesiastical ob-
servances of the Apostles ; and as no one would say
that Daniel's conduct incurred the condemnation pro-
nounced by Moses on those who introduced the wor-
ship of other gods, so much less was the reverence
paid by St. Ambrose and other Saints to the relics of